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Alberta to cut oil production, Premier Rachel Notley says, Dec. 2 


Did a leading Canadian politician really step forward with significant climate action leadership? I'd like to imagine 
that Rachel Notley was doing just that in announcing an 8.7% cutback in Alberta oil production. I'm aware that 
Notley frames the cutback only as a temporary response to low oil prices. But an 8.7% annual cutback in oil 
production, each year until 2030, would demonstrate that governments and the industry finally accept what climate 
scientists have been saying for the past generation. 


Justin Trudeau should provide an adequately serious response to Notley's move and announce an immediate 
green jobs program, sized to retrain and employ 8.7% of Alberta oil workers each year in renewable energy 
industries. In other words, the federal government should promise lots of financial aid to Alberta, as long as this aid 
goes to transitioning away from the petro-economy. We owe our children a better inheritance than climate chaos. It 
would be nice to believe that both Notley and Trudeau are capable of taking this obligation seriously. 


Bart Hawkins Kreps, Bowmanville, Ont. 
Opposition blasts Notley over new oil differentials, Dec. 4 


Rachel Notley's crocodile oil tears are touching. When oil was booming, Alberta was the cock-of-the-block dictating 
to the rest of Canada. | don't recall them cutting any big cheques to the government. Crude oil is now selling for $10 
a barrel because of a glut and Rachel Notley is concerned enough to buy tanker cars with government money. Why 
aren't the oil companies buying them if they are so critical? Why haven't they put aside billions during the good 
times to get them through the lean years like every other Canadian family is told to do instead of spending like 
drunken sailors and then crying poor and asking for a bailout? 


Oil companies have intentionally over-produced for years to sell oil at high prices without cutting back as they 
should have. Selling oil at these prices is a waste of natural resources and contributes to greenhouse gases. Oil is a 
cyclical business and everyone should be prepared for a downturn. The oil companies are a perfect example of the 
madness of capitalism that will sell our limited natural resources at any price and then move on leaving the 
government to pick up the pieces. 


And why aren't Canadians benefitting from the low crude prices and paying 20 cents a litre for gas at the pumps? 
That's our oil they're selling at a deep discount to everyone else who needs it. More pipelines are not the answer, 
better management is. Why is it that gas is still $1 a litre when oil is selling at $50 a barrel, nearly half the price it did 
10 years ago? Or are the oil companies who are now crying poor quietly making billions on the price spreads? 


Cry me a river, Rachel. 


Robert Bahlieda, Newmarket 
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